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Pursuarit to Thursday's Leadership r-eeting^ I vant to stress ny 
support for your resistance to pressures for an irreversible eih:ension of 
the var in Asia. That is vhat the barbing of Hanoi -I-Iaiphong could well 
ariount to. I say that because the bcnbing -/ould be nore than Just another 
military measure. It would also be a political act of the first magnitude. 

In keeping the lid on these pressures you are on sound historic 
and realistic gro^unds in terms of the vital interests of the United States. 
The world ”vital*‘ is used most advisedl^r because the follo'/ing is what I 
believe would resiLLt frcn the bombing of Hanoi and Haiphong: 

1. The bombing is likely to have no significant value to 
us in the military situation because the Cczmunists in Hanoi and 
Peking have long e:<pected it and have undoubtedly mace their plans 
accordingly. 

2. The bombing is likely to forestall indefinitely any 
prospects of discussions with the other side^ unconditional 
or othervn.se. 

3* The bombing is likely to provide another world-wide 
impetus to ra.tions to disassociate themselves from the Jhierican 
position and^ in Asia, this separation could begin to eictend 
• to Japan. 

The bombing is likely to insure the irreversibility/ of 
the Chinese involvement and will act to seal Chinese domination 
over Horth Viet Nam. 

5. The bombing is likely to freeze Hussia into the role, 
at least, of principal outside supplier of military equipment 
for North Viet Nam and Chir^. 
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6, Sie bcdbing is likely xo bring about an enlargerient 
and acceleration of the ground \re.T in South Viet and^ 
hence ^ it vfiH conpel the rapid injection of more Anerican 
forces on the gro'und^ even to hold the situation in that region. 

7* Sie ‘bohbing is likely in insure that the var eventually 
vill have to he carried^ in the search for decision, into ITorth 
Viet Nan, into other parts of Southeast Asia, and probably into 
China itself. And who is going to carry the z‘.ain burden of this 
extension, if not United States ground forces? Secretary i-lcllamara 
spoke of 300, COO Americans to deal ^-rith Giap’s forces if they cane 
south. That is but a beginning. If the eicoansion goes on to 
include ccnoat vrith Chinese forces all over Southeast A^ia, \:e 
had better start thinlcing in terns of nillions . 


These consequences of a bcnbing of Hanoi -Haiphong uculd do violence 
to the vital interests of the United States. For, at the end of the line, even 
if there is scnething vhich could be called a victory, ve "would be faced ^-rith 
a cost of an occupation and reconstruction in Asia which would dwarf anything 
which has yet been seen. 

Getting in deep on the Asian mainland is a course which has been 
rejected repeatedly throughout our history and most emphatically by Lwight Do 
Sisenhovrar at the other ezcbremity of A.sia. As President, the choice was his 
to make in Korea. He cculi riave pushed the air -war in the search for a 
clear-cut decision. He chose, instead, to negotiate a cease-fire in Korea, 
rather than to proceed to deepen the involvement by bombing beyond the Kalu. 

Cn the basis of t’cat cease-fire in Korea, we held what was, in fact, already 
held on the ground and yielded to then what they already held on the ground. 

It is clear that cur side dees not have much cn the ground, even 
in South Viet Nasi. But if we are determined to hold that entire region on 
our terms, it is going to have to be in South Viet Kan and not In the air 
over North Viet Nan that the ground has to be won. Indeed, the bombing of 
the North, after the initial sallies, appears to have made the military 
task in the South more difficult and costly. Certainly, it is related to 
the rapid expansion of our o'^n grc'ond forces in the South. And it "would be 
zny judgment that if \Te benb Hanoi -Haiphong it will serve to raise the ante 
to us on the ground in South Viet Nan once again. 

I think it is about tine you got an accounting fron those who 
have press'ured you in the past to embark cn this course and continue to 
pressure you to stay on it. It is tine to ask, not only "-rhat inmediata 
ad"'/antage 3 it has in a narrow nilitary sense,but where dees it lead in 
the end: vrnat was promised by the initial extension of the "irar in the 
air over the North? And "^./hat, in fact, has it produced to date? 
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As I see it, end ycu. >r-0--r it is e viev 'vxhich J. have long-held, 
there are no significant Ansrican interests v:hich dictate^ an^essentiaaly^ 

jn3.SSi.VS^ 'UXlij.cL’tSjTSiX 7^'1.2jL'Z2.iy cril^C-T v# uO CC-- oi'OJ- v./-.- j-J-Ovr Oi B'Vc.nioS 

in Vie-vr IIcLth or even on the Southeast Asian rainland as a vhole. ^nere is^ 
on the contrary^ only a general Intaresu^ shared vaun nany o^ner ceLs^dc:ro, 
in the staoilily^ peace and progress of uhe region. is noo ohe .-^ind 

of interest which we can serve hy overwhelraing the region with our 

nilita2:y strength or our sucstance. it is the hind of interest ^diich 
recuires us to do a share ^ along \rith “cne o“cher cut/S^ders wnooe oc-i^ible^ 
political and economic and ccnuercial stalce in xhe region is in scne^cases 
nuch larger than our own. It is une hina oi in^erese v.-iiCi-^ io vrcmd secu 
to me calls for the nininun nilltary effort which is necessary to hola ■cne 
situation in the South frou falling apart altogether and a riardnun initiative 
on our uart to get this whole sorry ousiness to a conference table as soon 

as possible. 
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